CHAPTER XV

REGRETTABLE  INCIDENTS,  TREACHERY,
METHODS  OF FIGHTING,  ETC.

IT may not be generally known that the various
disasters and regrettable incidents that have from
time to time occurred in the past on this north-
eastern border have all been due to neglect of proper
precautions, half-hearted measures, and unprepared-
ness. Prominent examples of this are to be found
in White's disaster at Sadiya in 1839, Lowther's in
1858, Holcombe's at Ninu in 1874, Butler's at Pangti
the following year, Damant's at Khonoma in 1879,
Manipur in 1891, and others. Of these it may be
as well to give in detail the story of Holcombe's
affair, while the incident in Shimong village towards
the end of the recent Abor expedition, although
no blood was shed, proved the Abors' intention,
and goes to show what the treachery of these tribes
is like and which, ever to be guarded against, was
in both these cases neglected. Holcombe and
Badgeley, with a strong military escort and train of
coolies, had gone some three marches into the hills
(east of Sibsagor) for survey work, and had camped
in the vicinity of Ninu village. The next morning
early a large party of Nagas, apparently friendly,